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At  a  meeting  of  the  School  Committee  held  December  22,  1877, 
it  was  voted  : 

To  instruct  the  Superintendent  to  report  in  print,  and  that  the  ieport 
be  published  with  the  other  City  Documents  as  the  report  of  the  School 
Committee, 

JOSEPH  G,  EDGERLY, 


Secretary . 
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City  of  Fitchburg 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT, 

ORGANIZATION  FOR  1877. 


Hon.  DAVID  H.  MERRIAM,  Mayor,  ex  officio  Chairman. 
Moses  G.  Lyon,  President  of  the  Common  Council,  ex  officio. 


Ward  1. 

f  William  A.  Hardy, 

\  Harvey  1).  Jillson, 

(  James  M.  Woodbury, 

Term  Expires. 

December,  1877. 
December,  1878. 
December,  1879, 

Ward  2. 

f  William  Baldwin,  Jr., 

<  Benjamin  F.  Wallis, 
y  Samuel  L.  Graves, 

December,  1877. 
December,  1878, 
December,  1879. 

Ward  3. 

(  Frank  Magwire, 

-j  George  S.  Gibson, 

(  Alvin  M.  Sawyer, 

December,  1877. 
December,  1878. 
December,  1879, 

Ward  4. 

»  Thomas  S.  Blood, 

■<  Frederick  H.  Thompson, 

(  Ebenezer  Bailey, 

December,  1877. 
December,  1878. 
December,  1879. 

Ward  5. 

I  Harris  C.  Hartwell, 

1  Fred  Fosdick, 

C  George  R.  W.  Scott, 

December,  1877. 
December,  1878. 
December,  1879. 

Ward  6. 

f  Natt  Cowdin, 

-j  Philip  J.  Garrigan, 

(  John  Gallagher, 

December,  1877. 
December,  1878. 
December,  1879. 

Joseph  G.  Edgekly,  Superintendent  and  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Messrs.  Blood,  Hardy,  Baldwin,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Gallagher,  and  the 
Superintendent. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Messrs.  Scott,  Woodbury,  Baldwin,  Gibson,  Bailey  and  Cowdin. 

BOOKS  AND  APPARATUS. 

Messrs.  Hartwell,  Woodbury,  Wallis,  Gibson,  Bailey,  Garrigan,  and 
the  Superintendent. 

EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  Superintendent,  ex  officio ,  Messrs.  Jillson,  Graves,  Sawyer,  Thomp¬ 
son,  Hartwell  and  Garrigan. 

FINANCE. 

The  Mayor,  Messrs.  Lyon,  Magwire,  Gallagher,  Hardy,  and  the  Su¬ 
perintendent. 

ASSIGNMENT  OF  VISITING  COMMITTEES. 

Messrs.  Thompson,  Woodbury,  Graves,  Magwire,  Fosdick,  and  Cow- 
din. 

PRUDENTIAL  COMMITTEE. 

Messrs.  Jillson,  Wallis,  Hardy,  and  the  Superintendent. 

MUSIC  AND  DRAWING. 

Messrs.  Blood,  Jillson,  Wallis,  Magwire,  Fosdick  and  Garrigan. 


VISITING  COMMITTEES. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Messrs.  Woodbury,  Wallis,  Jillson,  Thompson,  Hartwell  and  Garrigan. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street — Messrs.  Magwire,  Graves  and  Bailey. 

Day  Street — Messrs.  Gibson,  Fosdick  and  Blood. 

West  Fitchburg — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Scott  and  Cowdin. 
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INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street — Messrs.  Sawyer  and  Graves. 

Day  Street — Messrs.  Wallis  and  Hartwell. 

South  Street — Messrs.  Hardy  and  Thompson. 

Middle  Street — Messrs.  Cowdin  and  Garrigan. 

South  Fitchburg — Messrs.  Gallagher  and  Garrigan. 

East  Street — Messrs.  Fosdick  and  Magwire. 

Rockville — Mr.  Baldwin. 

Wachusett — Mr.  Baldwin. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street — Mr.  Sawyer. 

Day  Street — Messrs.  Scott  and  Blood. 

South  Street — Messrs.  Hardy  and  Fosdick. 

Middle  Street — Messrs.  Cowdin  and  Garrigan. 

South  Fitchburg — Messrs.  Gallagher  and  Thompson. 

School  Street — Mr.  Gibson. 

East  Street — Mr.  Jillson. 

Rockville — Mr.  Baldwin. 

Wachusett — Mr.  Baldwin. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street  (A) — Mr.  Bailey.  High  Street  (B) — Mr.  Magwire. 
Day  Street  (A) — Mr.  Woodbury.  Day  Street  (B) — Mr.  Blood, 
South  Street — Mr.  Hardy. 

Middle  Street — Mr.  Woodbury. 

South  Fitchburg — Messrs.  Gallagher  and  Wallis. 

School  Street — Mr.  Gibson. 

UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 

Mt.  Elam — Mr.  Hardy. 

Woodbury — Mr.  Bailey. 

West  Fitchburg — Mr.  Hartwell. 

Dean  Hill — Mr.  Scott. 

Page — Mr.  Jillson. 

Caswell — Mr.  Graves. 

Pearl  Hill — Mr.  Sawyer. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Fitchburg: 

Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  your  rules,  I  submit  my  third 
annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  this  city,  the  same  being  the  fifth 
annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

It  is  expected  that  in  a  report  like  this,  certain  questions  will  be  con¬ 
sidered,  and  certain  suggestions  made  in  relation  to  the  management  of 
the  schools.  These  questions  need  to  be  considered  carefully,  discussed 
candidly.  In  this  way  only  can  we  ascertain  what  defects  need  to  be 
remedied,  what  commendable  features  of  the  system  deserve  to  be 
retained. 

We  cannot  accomplish  any  desirable  results  by  glorifying  ourselves,  or 
boasting  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  our  schools. 

A  comparison  of  our  schools  with  schools  of  other  places  will  not 
necessarily  promote  their  efficiency. 

The  questions  that  force  themselves  upon  us  are  these  ;  Are  the 
schools  of  this  city  what  they  ought  to  be,  in  view  of  the  expense 
involved  and  the  efforts  put  forth  in  their  behalf?  Do  the  schools  fully 
meet  the  demands  of  the  hour?  Do  they  qualify  in  a  proper  manner  the 
youth  that  attend  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  will  devolve 
upon  them  in  after  life  ? 

There  are  those  who  answer  these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  They 
contend  that  the  schools  are  doing  all  that  could  be  expected.  They 
regard  all  criticisms  as  unjust,  not  discriminating  between  an  attack  upon 
the  common  school  system  and  a  criticism  upon  particular  methods  of 
conducting  schools.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  those  who  contend 
that  the  whole  system  is  wrong,  that  teachers  are  inefficient,  courses  of 
study  cumbersome,  scholarship  superficial.  These  charges,  made  in  a 
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sweeping  manner  upon  the  schools  as  a  whole,  are  caught  up  eagerly 
and  reechoed  throughout  the  community.  Such  charges  are  made  by 
persons  who  have  never  taken  the  pains  to  inform  themselves  at  all  as  to 
the  work  of  the  schools. 

We  must  not,  on  the  one  hand,  regard  a  person  as  hostile  to  the 
schools  because  he  cannot  agree  with  us  as  to  the  number  of  studies  to 
be  pursued  in  a  certain  school,  or  because  he  may  differ  from  us  as  to 
the  methods  of  examination  and  promotion,  or  in  regard  to  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  expended  for  the  support  of  schools.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  can  but  deprecate  wholesale  and  untimely  criticisms  based  up¬ 
on  prejudice,  which  are  poured  forth  at  the  management  of  schools. 

It  is,  as  I  have  said,  for  us  to  consider  these  subjects  carefully,  to 
make  whatever  changes  the  good  of  the  schools  demand,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  such  changes  may  offend  the  sense  of  propriety  of  some  who  regard 
the  system  as  too  sacred  to  be  changed.  We  must,  too,  adhere  to  some 
features  in  spite  of  opposition,  if  we  are  convinced  that  such  features  are 
beneficial. 


SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  those  teachers  who  have 
served  since  January  ist,  1877  : 

HIGH  SCHOOL-HIGH  STREET. 

Principal,  Ray  G.  Huling. 

Assistants,  Albion  N.  Marston, 

Benjamin  F.  Brown, 

E.  Adams  Hartwell, 

Emma  L.  Lane,  1  term, 

Ella  U.  Normandy,  2  terms, 

Myra  L.  Richardson,  2  terms, 

Ellen  W.  Beane,  1  term. 
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GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

HIGH  STREET. 

Principal,  Charles  G.  Stearns. 

Assistants,  Josephine  Reynolds, 

Sarah  E.  Hayden, 

Alice  F.  Hayes. 

DAY  STREET. 

Principal,  Caroline  J.  Dresser. 

Assistants,  Eliza  A.  Kendall,  2  terms, 

Ellen  E.  Armes, 

Mattie  E.  Goodrich, 

Addie  Goodrich, 

E.  D.  Whitney, 

Edna  M.  Lowe,  1  term. 

WEST  FITCHBURG. 

_  % 

Principal,  Charles  K.  Sawyer. 

Assistant,  Abbie  A.  Whittemore. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street  (A) — Georgie  A.  Higgins, 

High  Street  (B) — Lizzie  A.  Downe, 

Day  Street— Mary  E.  Hilton,  2  terms, 

Emma  L.  Lane,  1  term, 

South  Street, — Clara  D.  Hosmer, 

Middle  Street — Lizzie  M.  Nolan, 

South  Fitchburg — Sara  J.  Barber, 

East  Street — Winnifred  Marvel, 

Rockville — Addie  H.  Chase, 

Wachusett — Helen  F.  Moore. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street  A, — Lizzie  L.  Lamb, 

*FIigh  Street  B, — Amy  C.  Richardson,  1  term, 
Edna  M.  Lowe,  1  term., 

♦Discontinued  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  Term. 
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Day  Street  (A) — Elizabeth  W.  Osborne, 

Day  Street  (B) — Carrie  G.  Brewster, 

South  Street — E.  Isadore  Wells, 

Middle  Street — Alice  T.  Lee, 

South  Fitchburg — S.  Lizzie  Burr,  2  terms, 

Lulu  M.  Bagley,  t  term, 

East  Street — Nellie  G.  Weston, 

Rockville — Ida  F.  Damon,  2  terms, 

Sarah  L.  Sawyer,  1  term, 

*Wachusett — Clara  L.  Tenney,  1  term. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

High  Street  (A) — Florence  W.  Stevens,  2  terms, 

Celie  L.  Higgins,  1  term, 

High  Street  (B) — S.  Ada  Blood, 

Day  Street  (A) — Mary  E.  Kimball, 

Day  Street  (B) — E.  La  Mira  Estabrook, 

South  Street  (A) — Mary  E.  Dovvne, 

South  Street  (B) — Hattie  Smith, 

Middle  Street  (A) — Celie  L.  Higgins,  2  terms, 

Etta  A.  Jillson,  1  term, 

Middle  Street  (B) — Mary  E.  Gallagher, 

*South  Fitchburg — Sarah  M.  Cushing,  1  term, 

School  Street — Nancy  R.  Phillips. 

UNGRADED  SCHOOLS. 

Mt.  Elafai — Clara  A.  Bernard, 

Woodbury — Helen  E.  Woodbury, 

West  Fitchburg — Carrie  I.  Dickson, 

Clara  L.  Tenney,  2  terms, 

Dean  Hill — 'Alice  M.  Townsend, 

Joel  Page  District — Sarah  L.  Sawtelle, 

Caswell  District — Ella  F.  Caswell, 

Pearl  Hill — Mary  E.  Whittemore. 

^Discontinued  at  tlie  close  of  the  Whiter  Term. 
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SPECIAL  TEACHERS. 

Singing — John  Ord,  Jr. 

Writing — Nellie  F.  Livermore. 

Drawing — Sophia  L.  Pitman. 


At  the  close  of  the  Winter  term  one  school  at  South  Fitchburg  and 
another  at  Wachusett  were  discontinued ;  at  the  close  of  the  Summer 
term  the  High  Street  Secondary  school  was  discontinued.  The  Second¬ 
ary  school  was  removed  from  Main  Street  to  High  Street  early  in  the 
year.  With  these  exceptions,  the  schools  remain  as  they  were  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Richardson,  the  teacher  of  the  High  Street  Secondary 
school  died  last  April.  She  was  a  faithful,  an  efficient  teacher.  She 
possessed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  parents  and  pupils.  She  will 
be  long  remembered  by  those  who  knew  her  when  she  was  connected 
with  the  schools. 

One  Evening  School  was  kept  on  Day  Street  through  the  Winter 
months,  and  another  at  West  Fitchburg  for  a  few  weeks  only. 

ENROLMENT,  ATTENDANCE,  ETC.,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1877. 


1 — Whole  No.  of  boys  registered, 

1 233 

2 — Whole  No.  of  girls  registered, 

1272 

3 — Whole  No.  of  pupils  registered, 

25°5 

4 — Average  No.  of  boys  belonging, 

994 

5 — Average  No.  of  girls  belonging, 

1021 

6 — Average  No.  pupils  belonging, 

2015 

7 — Average  daily  attendance  of  boys, 

912 

8 — Average  daily  attendance  of  girls. 

9  56 

9 — Average  daily  attendance  of  pupils. 

1868 

10 — No.  pupils  under  5  years  of  age, 

16 

11 — No.  pupils  under  6  years  of  age, 

238 

12 — -No.  pupils  over  15  years  of  age, 

273 

13 — No.  pupils  over  16  years  of  age, 

J59 

14 — No.  pupils  between  5  and  15  registered 

in  the  schools  the 

past  year, 

2127 

15 — No.  children  between  5  and  15,  as  returned  by  the  enumerators.  2065 
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EVENING  DRAWING  SCHOOLS. 

1 6 —  No.  of  pupils,  108 

1 7 —  Average  Attendance,  60 

EVENING  (COMMON)  SCHOOLS. 

18 —  No.  of  pupils,  155 

19 —  Average  attendance,  66 

SUMMARY. 

20 —  Whole  No.  of  pupils  in  day  and  evening  schools,  2768 

21 —  Average  attendance  day  and  evening  schools,  *994 

22 —  No.  of  teachers  first  term,  53 

23 —  No.  of  teachers  second  term,  52 

24 —  No.  of  teachers  third  term.  51 

25 —  No.  of  special  teachers,  3 

26 —  No.  of  teachers  evening  drawing  school,  3 

27 —  Whole  No.  of  teachers  evening  (common)  schools,  11 

28 —  Average  No.  teachers  evening  (common)  schools,  <8 


CURRENT'  EXPENSES  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Salaries  of  teachers, 

$25T99  73 

Salary  of  teacher  of  music. 

996  00 

Salary  of  teacher  of  writing. 

7 *3  00 

Salary  of  teacher  of  drawing, 

671  00 

Salary  of  superintendent, 

i 800  00 

Fuel  and  care  of  rooms, 

3677  73 

Total  Current  Expenses, 

$33>°5  7  46 

Repairs  of  School-houses, 

707  86 

School  incidentals. 

1936  72 

Books  and  stationery. 

JI35  29 

EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Evening  Drawing  Schools  (instruction). 

$ 216  op 

Evening  Common  Schools  (instruction), 

454  5° 

Total  salaries  for  all  Evening  Schools, 

$6 70  50 
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Total  expenditure's  for  all  school  purposes,  $37,S°7  $3 

Total  appropriation  and  receipts,  35,286  13 

Overdrawn,  $2221  70 

EXPENSE  PER  SCHOLAR. 

Current  expenses  (including  teaching,  fuel,  and  care  of 

rooms),  $33,0 57  46 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  whole  number  (2505),  #13  20. 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  average  number  belonging  (2016)  16  40 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  average  daily  attendance  (1868),  17  70 

Total  expense  of  day  schools,  $36,537  33 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  whole  number  (2505),  $14  58 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  average  number  belonging  (2016)  1812 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  average  daily  attendance  (1868),  19  56 

EXPENSE  OF  EVENING  SCHOOLS. 

Teaching,  $670  50 

Rent  of  room,  fuel,  care  of  room,  supplies,  300  00 

Total  expense  Evening  Schools,  $970  50 

Expense  per  scholar,  Evening  Schools,  based  on  whole  number 

(263),  $3  69 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  nightly  attendance  (126),  $7  70 

Total  cost  Day  and  Evening  Schools,  $37>5°7  83 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  whole  number  (2768),  $13  55 

Expense  per  scholar  based  on  average  number  belonging  (2249),  T6  63 
Expense  per  scholar  based  on  average  attendance  (1994)  18  81 

Many  comparisons  have  been  made  recently,  of  the  expense  of  schools 
in  different  places.  Various  tables  have  been  prepared  showing  the  av¬ 
erage  amount  expended  for  each  pupil  in  these  different  places.  Were 
all  these  tables  prepared  upon  the  same  basis,  they  would  be  quite  val¬ 
uable.  Many  people  who  compare  these  tables  suppose  that  in  each 
case  the  average  cost  per  scholar  is  obtained  by  dividing  the  total 
amount  expended  in  one  year  by  the  whole  number  of  pupils  in  the 
town  or  city.  This  appears  plain  enough,  but  it  must  be  understood 
that  the  dividend  or  divisor  may  be  increased  or  decreased  to  such  an 
Extent  as  to  affect  the  result  quite  materially. 
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In  the  matter  of  expense,  for  instance,  some  places  expend  a  large 
sum  for  evening  schools,  both  those  for  instruction  in  the  common 
branches  and  also  for  evening  drawing  schools.  In  some  places  all  text 
books  used  by  the  pupils  are  purchased  from  the  school  appropriation. 
The  amount  expended  for  repairs  is  sometimes  reckoned  as  a  part  of  the 
expense  ;  at  other  times  it  is  not.  These  items  would  increase  the  total 
expenditures  to  such  an  extent  that  there  would  not  be  a  fair  comparri- 
sou  between  those  places  that  reckon  all  these  items  in  their  expendi¬ 
tures  and  such  towns  and  cities  as  reckon  simply  the  amount  paid  for 
teaching  and  fuel  in  their  current  expenses.  Thus  any  one  can  readily 
understand  that  in  the  item  of  money  expended  for  schools  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  amount  reported,  and  this  difference  affects  the  average 
cost.  What  is  meant  by  the  “  number  of  pupils”  is  not  always  clear. 
In  some  places  nearly  every  pupil  attends  the  public  schools,  while  in 
others  one-fourth  or  one-third  attend  other  schools  than  those  supported 
at  public  expense.  For  instance,  two  towns,  A  and  B,  report  their 
schools  for  a  certain  year.  Each  town  has  1000  pupils  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen.  All  the  pupils  in  the  town  of  A  are  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  some  time  during  the  year.  In  the  town  of  B,  600  pupils 
only  are  enrolled,  the  remaining  400  attending  private  schools.  The 
town  of  A  employs  twenty-five  teachers  at  an  average  salary  of  $500, 
making  the  aggregate  for  teaching  $12,500.  The  town  of  B  employs 
fifteen  teachers  at  the  same  average  salary,  making  the  total  amount  for 
t  eaching  $7,500.  One  town  reports  the  average  cost  per  scholar,  based 
on  the  amount  paid  for  teaching,  as  $12.50;  the  other  town,  $7.50 — ‘the 
salaries  of  teachers  being  the  same  in  both  places.  There  is  also  the 
same  discrepancy  when  the  amount  paid  for  fuel,  etc.,  is  considered. 

An  examination  of  the  reports  of  the  different  towns  and  cities 
of  the  state  will  show  that  in  many  places  there  is  a  great  difference 

between  the  number  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  and  the  whole  num- 

» 

ber  of  children  as  reported  by  the  enumerators. 

I  call  attention  to  this  matter  in  order  that  we  may  know  what  we  are 
examining  and  comparing,  or  rather,  what  at  times  we  are  not  comparing. 
When  a  report  of  a  certain  city  states  that  the  amount  expended  for 
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schools  is  $25,000,  while  in  another  city  containing  no  more  inhabitants 
the  expense  is  $40,000,  we  ought  to  know  what  proportion  of  the  child¬ 
ren  of  the  two  cities  are  educated  at  the  public  expense,  and  what  pro¬ 
portion  at  private  expense,  and  also  the  number  that  do  not  attend  school 
anywhere. 

It  is  difficult,  also,  to  make  comparisons  in  regard  to  the  percentage 
of  attendance.  In  some  cities  many  pupils  attend  school  just  the  time 
required  by  law ;  in  other  cities,  the  greater  portion  of  pupils  of  school 
age  attend  quite  constantly,  whereby  a  larger  number  of  teachers  is  re¬ 
quired.  If  the  amount  expended  be  divided  by  the  average  daily  at¬ 
tendance,  the  average  amount  per  scholar  will  vary. 

I  have  before  me  a  table  of  the  expenses  of  the  schools  in  the  different 
cities  in  this  state,  and  the  expense  per  scholar  for  the  year  1875.  The 
city  of  Fall  River,  with  an  enrolment  of  99 88,  had  an  average  daily  at¬ 
tendance  of  4554,  only  46  per  cent,  of  the  enrolment.  The  amount  paid 
that  year  in  Fall  River  for  instruction,  care  of  rooms,  and  fuel,  was  $86,- 
684  ;  this  amount  divided  by  the  whole  number  enrolled — the  practice 
in  some  cities — gives  the  cost  per  scholar  $8.6  7  ;  divided  by  the  average 
daily  attendance,  the  cost  per  scholar  is  $19.03.  In  Holyoke,  the  en¬ 
rolment  was  1557  ;  the  average  daily  attendance  860,  55  per  cent,  of  the 
enrolment.  The  expense  per  scholar,  based  upon  the  enrolment,  was 

13.64  ;  based  upon  the  average  daily  attendance,  $24.70.  In  New  Bed¬ 
ford,  the  enrolment  was  3799  :  the  average  daily  attendance  3134,  or  82 
per  cent,  of  the  enrolment — the  highest  percentage  of  any  city  in  the  state 
for  the  year  1875.  Taking  the  entire  enrolment  for  a  basis,  the  expense 
per  scholar  was  $17.21  ;  estimating  the  expense  upon  the  average  daily 
attendance,  the  expense  was  $20.85.  The  enrolment  in  Fitchburg  that 
year  was  2473  ;  the  average  daily  attendance  1750,  or  70  per  cent,  of  the 
enrolment.  The  expense  per  scholar,  regarding  the  enrolment  as  a  basis, 
was  $14.15  ;  regarding  the  average  daily  attendance,  it  was  $20.00. 

The  enrolment  includes  simply  the  number  of  all  ages  registered  at  the 
various  public  schools,  and  should  not  be  confounded  with  the  number 
reported  by  the  enumerators,  viz. :  those  between  five  and  fifteen. 

In  1875,  in  the  city  of  Holyoke,  according  to  the  report  of  the  enu- 
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me-rators  there  were  3231  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen ;  in  Fitch¬ 
burg,  2357.  The  entire  enrolment  in  the  public  schools  of  Holyoke  in 
in  1875  was  1557;  in  Fitchburg  2473;  average  daily  attendance  in 
Holyoke  that  year,  860;  in  Fitchburg,  1750.  Fitchburg,  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  12,000,  expended  $35,000  for  schools,  or  nearly  $3.00  for  every 
person  in  the  city,  while  Holyoke,  with  a  population  of  16,000,  expended 
but  $'22,000,  only  about  $1.40  for  each  inhabitant.  People  noticing 
these  figures  and  taking  into  account  merely  the  population  of  the  two 
cities,  might  regard  one  city  as  quite  extravagant  when  compared  with 
the  other ;  but  when  it  is  known  that  the  average  daily  attendance  in  the 
schools  of  this  city  was  more  than  double  that  in  the  schools  of  the  other 
city  named,  one  is  not  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  difference  in  the  ex¬ 
penditures.  These  cities  are  not  selected  because  they  afford  anything 
remarkable  in  the  matter  of  comparison,  but  because  they  serve  to  show 
that  tables  prepared  to  indicate  the  comparative  expenses  of  schools 
should  be  examined  with  great  care.  Two  other  cities  might  be  select¬ 
ed  that  would  serve  the  purpose  equally  well. 

We  can  arrange  tables,  if  deemed  advisable,  that  will  show  a  large  ex¬ 
pense  per  scholar,  or  on  the  other  hand  the  figures  may  be  made  to  show 
a  less  expense,  I  have  not  paid  so  much  attention  to  many  of  the  ta¬ 
bles  that  have  been  prepared  the  past  year  showing  the  comparative  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  schools  in  different  cities  and  towns,  because  I  have  felt 
that  the  different  places  were  likely  to  estimate  their  expenses  differently. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  more  important  question  is  this  :  Does  each 
city  receive  an  adequate  return  for  its  outlay?  If  it  does  receive 
this  adequate  return,  it  is  not  of  so  much  consequence  that  its  neighbors 
pay  less  for  the  schooling  of  their  children,  while  if  the  return  is  not  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  outlay,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  boast  that  the  school  ex¬ 
penses  are  less  than  in  other  places. 

Each  city  must  decide  for  itself  as  to  the  expense  to  be  incurred. 
There  are  local  reasons  that  influence  these  matters.  Some  of  the  larger 
and  wealthier  places  can  afford  to  pay  very  high  prices.  The  smaller 
and  less  wealthy  towns  and  cities  must  govern  themselves  by  their 
means,  rather  than  by  the  expenses  of  the  larger  cities. 
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ATTENDANCE  AT  THE  SCHOOLS. 

It  is  a  question  of  importance  as  to  how  the  mass  of  children  shall  be 
brought  into  school.  The  question  of  high  schools,  or  of  advanced  ed¬ 
ucation  at  the  public  expense,  is  trivial  in  its  nature  when  compared  with 
the  elementary  education  of  the  masses. 

In  a  city  like  this,  there  is  not  that  large  class  of  non-attendants  that 
is  found  in  the  larger  manufacturing  places.  Still,  in  this  city  there  are 
too  many  who  absent  themselves  from  school,  and  nothing  but  the  strong 
arm  of  the  law  will  suffice  to  bring  them  back. 

The  law  of  this  Commonwealth  provides  for  truant  officers  in  all  cities 
and  also  for  a  yearly  enumeration  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen. 

During  the  Winter  and  Spring  terms,  a  special  truant  officer  was  on 
duty,  and  on  account  of  his  labors  the  attendance  at  the  schools  was  in¬ 
creased.  Some  children  were  brought  into  school  that  otherwise  would 
not  have  attended  at  all ;  others  were  compelled  to  attend  regularly  who 
would  have  roamed  the  streets  a  portion  of  the  time  had  it  not  been  for 
the  efforts  of  the  officer. 

Unless  we  take  the  broad  ground  that  we  have  no  right  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  these  children  at  school,  that  it  is  wrong  to  interfere  with 
what  some  might  call  their  freedom,  we  must  apply  the  law  to  such 
cases.  If  we  do  not  enforce  the  law  there  will  be  a  class  of  children 
that  either  will  absent  themselves  entirely  from  school,  or  will  attend  on¬ 
ly  when  inclination  prompts.  Are  we  willing  to  say  that  this  matter  shall 
be  left  to  the  children  themselves,  children  whose  highest  ambition  is  to 
roam  about  the  streets,  where  they  are  schooled  in  vice,  where  they  are 
preparing  themselves  for  the  jail  and  the  prison  rather  than  for  some  hon¬ 
orable  calling?  Shall  we  be  content  to  rest  the  matter  with  those  pa¬ 
rents  who  are  willing,  yes,  anxious  that  their  children  shall  toil  continually 
during  the  months  and  the  years  that  should  be  devoted  to  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  knowledge  as  well  as  the  development  of  their  physical  system  ? 
These  parents  are  willing  that  their  children  should  be  dwarfed  in  body 
and  mind  in  order  that  a  few  dollars  may  be  realized  from  the  premature 
labor  of  such  children.  What  city  can  afford  to  allow  these  children  to 
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grow  up  in  idleness  ?  If  the  schools  are  not  properly  arranged,  if  such 
scholars  cannot  be  benefited  by  attending  the  schools  as  they  are  now 
arranged,  let  changes  be  made,  but  let  us  not  allow  any  child  to  grow  up 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches.  The  question  of  ad¬ 
vanced  education  can  be  discussed  after  provision  is  made  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  lower  grades  and  all  are  made  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ben¬ 
efits  of  the  lower  grades. 

The  enumerators  last  May  reported  2065  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen.  In  September  there  were  in  all  the  schools  1927  be¬ 
tween  five  and  fifteen,  or  138  less  than  the  number  returned  by  the  enu¬ 
merators.  A  comparison  of  the  two  lists,  however,  disclosed  this  re¬ 
markable  fact :  The  lists  of  the  enumerators  contained  the  names  of  31  7 
not  upon  any  of  the  school  registers,  while  there  were  in  the  schools  369 
whose  names  were  not  upon  the  lists  of  the  enumerators.  These  figures 
indicate  that  more  attention  should  be  given  to  this  subject  than  has 
been  given  to  it  heretofore. 


GRADING  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

One  important  subject  that  is  now  receiving  the  consideration  of 
school  authorities  is  the  grading  of  the  schools.  There  are  those  who 
lose  no  opportunity  to  decry  the  present  system  of  schools.  They  are 
persistent  in  their  statements  that  the  old  district  system  was  preferable 
to  the  present  system  of  graded  schools.  It  is  claimed  by  some  that 
where  there  is  practically  no  class  system  there  the  advantages  of  the 
pupils  are  the  best.  The  plan  has  been  tried  in  some  places  of  estab¬ 
lishing  ungraded  schools  for  such  pupils  as  it  is  thought  have  not  had 
a  fair  chance,  but  such  schools  have  not  been  regarded  favorably.  Let 
such  schools  be  established  in  any  city,  with  the  best  teachers  in  charge 
of  them,  let  it  be  understood  that  pupils  can  have  a  choice  of  studies, 
that  the  schools  are  to  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  district 
school  of  former  days,  and  parents  will  refuse  to  allow  their  children  to 
attend.  The  people  who  complain  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  graded 
school  would  not  allow  their  children  to  attend  such  a  school  for  a  single 
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day.  Such  schools  are  regarded  as  suitable  for  the  stupid,  the  indolent 
only.  Where  the  experiment  has  been  tried,  the  attendance  at  the 
regular  graded  schools  has  not  decreased. 

Whatever  criticisms  are  made,  it  is  evident  that  the  graded  schools  are 
to  furnish  the  means  of  educating  those  who  are  educated  at  the  public 
expense.  There  is  such  a  dislike  of  the  term  “ungraded  school,”  in 
every  city,  that  such  a  school  is  not  attended  by  many  pupils,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  other  schools.  Those 
who  complain  that  certain  useless  studies  are  pursued  in  the  schools, 
refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  attend  the  ungraded  schools  where  such 
studies  are  ignored. 

The  desire  of  the  parents  is  to  keep  their  children  in  the  regular 
graded  schools,  but  they  do  not  desire  them  to  pursue  the  prescribed 
courseof  study.  We  must  consider  how  much  elasticity  shall  be  given 
to  the  graded  system.  I  assume  that  there  should  be  a  certain  amount 
of  flexibility  notwithstanding  it  might  disarrange  certain  methods.  The 
schools  are  sustained  for  the  benefit  of  all.  There  must  be  a  certain 
amount  of  system  in  the  management  of  these  matters,  and  in  certain 
cases  it  may  not  appear  the  most  judicious  thing  to  be  done,  but  we 
must  remember  that,  were  each  pupil  allowed  unlimited  freedom  in  these 
matters,  confusion  would  prevail,  and  very  little  could  be  accomplished. 

In  the  State  at  large  frequently  personal  preferences  must  be  subordi¬ 
nated  to  the  general  good,  and  so  in  school  the  welfare  of  the  pupils  as 
a  whole  must  be  regarded.  I  repeat,  that  we  are  to  consider  how 
much  flexibility  to  allow,  how  to  classify  pupils  in  a  graded  system  with 
out  sacrificing  their  individuality.  We  should  arrange  and  grade  the 
schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  scholars  rather  than  attempt  to  classify  the 
scholars  for  cast  iron  grades  of  schools.  These  questions  force  them¬ 
selves  upon  our  attention,  and  they  must  receive  our  consideration. 
If  there  are  children  who  do  not  attend  school  after  reachiug  the  age  of 
twelve,  simply  because  the  schools  are  so  graded  that  they  cannot  pro¬ 
gress  satisfactorily,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  devise  some  remedy  for 
this  state  of  things.  Like  all  important  questions,  these  subjects  need 
mature  consideration,  but  it  is  well  to  keep  them  in  mind. 
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STUDIES  PURSUED. 

The  same  general  plan  has  been  pursued  this  year  as  the  previous 
year.  The  special  teacher  of  writing  has  visited  the  Secondary  schools 
regularly,  following  the  plan  to  which  allusion  was  made  in  the  last  re¬ 
port.  The  same  teacher  has  also  given  some  lessons  in  the  Ungraded 
schools.  The  Secondary  grades  are  now  doing  some  of  the  work  in  this 
department  that  formerly  was  done  in  the  higher  classes  of  the  Grammar 
schools,  and  they  are  doing  the  work  well.  The  primary  grades  devote 
some  time  to  writing  on  slates,  and  some  of  the  work  is  excellent.  The 
higher  classes  of  the  Grammar  schools  having  so  much  practice  in  writing 
in  their  written  examinations,  in  their  written  spelling  exercises,  and  in 
the  various  exercises  of  the  term,  have  very  little  time  remaining  for  drill 
in  the  copy  books,  and  in  fact  these  various  exercises  ought  to  take  the 
place  of  such  drill. 

The  scholars  of  the  Primary  grades  should  practice  daily  upon  their 
slates  >  those  of  the  Secondary  and  Intermediate  grades  should  write  each 
day  in  their  copy  books.  The  lower  grades,  also,  have  considerable  prac¬ 
tice  in  their  language  and  other  exercises.  In  the  fourth  class  of  the 
Grammar  schools  there  should  be  at  least  four  lessons  each  week  in  the 
copy  books,  and  two  lessons  a  week  in  the  second  and  third  classes.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  in  all  the  exercises  in  writing,  at¬ 
tention  should  be  given  to  those  points  that  are  regarded  as  of  so  much 
importance  in  the  copy  book  drill.  The  object  of  teaching  this  branch  is 
not  merely  to  drill  the  pupils  to  write  a  few  lines  in  the  copy  book  in  a 
splendid  manner,  but  to  enable  them  to  write  neatly  and  plainly  in  all  of 
their  exercises.  Too  much  time  frequently  is  spent  upon  a  few  lines  in 
the  copy  books  and  too  little  attention  paid  to  what  may  be  termed  im¬ 
promptu  exercises. 

The  higher  classes  of  the  Grammar  Schools  have  used  Swinton’s  Lan¬ 
guage  Lessons  for  the  past  two  yeass.  There  should  be  a  more  ad¬ 
vanced  work  in  the  first  class.  The  lower  grades  are  doing  some  work 
in  language,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  great  deal  more  will  be  done  in 
that  direction  the  coming  year. 
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The  lack  of  system  in  the  text  books  on  geogiaphy  is  partially  reme¬ 
died.  Guyot’s  Series  of  Geography  has  been  in  use  for  quite  a  number 
of  years,  but  there  has  not  been  a  uniformity  in  regard  to  the  particular 
books  of  the  series  to  be  used.  Some  Secondary  schools  have  used  the 
Introductory  ;  other  schools  of  the  same  grade  have  not  used  the  book. 
Some  Intermediate  schools  have  used  the  Introductory ;  other  schools 
of  the  same  grade  the  Intermediate.  Some  classes  in  the  Grammar 
schools  have  used  the  Intermediate ;  other  classes  of  the  same  grade  the 
Common  School.  In  1875  there  appeared  a  new  edition  of  the  Inter¬ 
mediate  •  in  fact,  it  was  an  entirely  new  book.  It  could  not  be  used 
with  the  old  edition  any  more  than  a  book  by  some  other  author.  Some 
classes  were  then  using  the  old  edition  of  the  Intermediate,  while  other 
classes  of  the  same  grade  either  had  not  completed  the  Introductory  or 
were  without  books.  Those  classes  that  were  without  books,  as  well  as 
those  using  the  Introductory,  of  course  obtained  the  new  Intermediate. 
The  result  has  been  confusion  each  time  promotions  have  been  made 
during  the  past  two  years.  Some  pupils  would  receive  a  double  promo¬ 
tion  from  a  class  in  which  either  the  old  or  new  edition  of  the  Interme¬ 
diate  was  in  use,  to  a  class  in  which  the  Common  School  was  used.  Some 
Intermediate  schools  had  used  the  old  edition,  others  the  new  edition  of 
the  Intermediate.  Pupils  from  these  different  schools  were  promoted  to 
the  same  class  in  the  Grammar  school  in  which  class  there  were  pupils 
who  had  not  been  promoted.  The  pupils  remaining  in  the  class  of  the 
Grammar  school  had  used  the  Common  School,  and  thus  in  several  in¬ 
stances  three  different  text  books  were  found  in  the  same  class.  These 
different  books  could  not  be  used  in  the  same  class,  consequently  changes 
of  books  were  required  at  each  promotion.  Parents  did  not  understand 
the  reason  for  the  change,  and  thus,  oftentimes,  the  school  committee 
was  censured  for  ordering  a  change  of  text  books.,  when  in  fact  no  such 
change  had  been  ordered.  It  frequently  happens  that  text  books  are  re¬ 
vised  so  that  a  copy  published  in  1877  can  not  be  used  in  the  class  with 
one  published  in  1875.  A  pupil  may  have  used  a  certain  text  book,  and 
a  few  years  later  a  younger  brother  or  sister  in  attempting  to  use  the  same 
'copy  finds  that  the  later  editions  are  so  different  from  the  old  one  that  a 
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new  book  must  be  purchased.  Then  complaints  are  made  that  changes 
have  been  ordered  by  the  school  committee,  when  the  fact  may  be  that 
a  change  of  text  books  has  not  been  mentioned  by  any  member  of  the 
board.  What  has  been  said  concerning  geographies  will  serve  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  whole  subject  of  text  books  and  changes  in  the  same. 

Whenever  new  geographies  have  been  required,  in  order  to  secure 
uniformity,  the  old  edition  of  the  Intermediate  and  the  Common  School 
have  been  displaced  for  the  new  edition  of  the  Intermediate.  No 
changes  have  been  made  in  classes  where  the  books  were  all  of  the 
same  kind,  no  matter  what  book  was  in  use,  consequently  some  classes 
are  now  using  the  old  edition  of  the  Intermediate,  while  others  are 
using  the  Common  School.  It  seems  that  the  classes  at  West  Fitch¬ 
burg  and  High  Street  have  not  used  the  Common  School,  while  some  of 
the  corresponding  classes  at  Day  street  have  used  that  book  for  several 
years.  This  plan  has  necessitated  a  change  of  text  books  in  geography 
whenever  pupils  have  been  obliged  to  change  fiom  one  school  to  another. 
There  will  be  more  or  less  confusion  regarding  this  subject  until  the 
classes  now  using  the  old  edition  of  the  Intermediate  complete  the 
grammar  school  course,  as  pupils  frequently  are  moving  from  one  part  of 
the  city  to  another,  and  besides,  classes  are  not  promoted  in  a  body. 

There  will  not  be  a  uniformity  in  the  use  of  these  books  for  at  least 
two  years,  as  some  classes  now  using  the  old  edition  will  remain  two 
years  longer  in  the  grammar  schools. 

The  Superintendent  has  been  authorized  by  vote  of  the  board  to  make 
such  changes  as  would  secure  uniformity,  but  he  has  not  felt  like  assum¬ 
ing  the  authority  to  displace  the  old  book  in  classes  where  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  were  provided  with  it.  He  has  confined  himself  to  making  changes 
in  classes  where  they  use  different  books. 

It  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  such  a  course  of  study,  and  such  a 
list  of  text  books,  adopted  for  the  different  schools  that  pupils  trans¬ 
ferred  from  one  school  to  another  should  not  be  compelled  to  purchase 
new  books  on  account  of  the  transfer,  but  as  regards  geography  there 
has  not  been  a  uniformity. 
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It  is  my  opinion,  and  I  have  expressed  it  at  various  times  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  board  that  one  text  book  in  geography  is  sufficient  for  all 
grades  below  the  high  school.  I  advocate  this  because  it  saves  expense, 
and  I  think  better  results  can  be  secured.  The  new  edition  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  is  an  excellent  book,  and  is  sufficient  for  all  these  grades.  Let 
the  time  that  has  been  devoted  to  this  study  in  grades  below  the  gram¬ 
mar  school,  or  at  least  below  the  first  class  in  the  intermediate  school,  be 
given  to  language  and  numbers,  and  let  us  not  require  pupils  to  study 
a  text  book  on  geography  before  they  are  able  to  read  fluently  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  that  text  book. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Fish’s  Arithmetic  the  teaching  of  written 
and  mental  arithmetic  has  been  combined.  The  plan  has  been  quite 
successful.  A  great  deal  of  slate  work  is  done  in  the  lower  grades.  Pos¬ 
sibly  more  mental  work  might  be  done  in  some  of  the  grades,  but  the 
details  of  the  plan  can  be  modified  as  circumstances  require. 

Reading  and  spelling  are  branches  in  which  there  is  as  much  defi¬ 
ciency  as  in  any  of  the  branches  taught  in  the  schools.  It  was  stated  in 
the  report  of  last  year  that  the  time  devoted  to  reading  had  been  too 
limited.  That  statement  can  be  repeated  with  emphasis  to-day.  There 
is  need  of  more  practice  in  straightforward  reading.  Pupils  mispro¬ 
nounce  words  in  their  recitations  in  geography,  history,  and  arithmetic. 
There  is  an  indistinctness  in  many  of  the  recitations  that  can  be  over¬ 
come  only  by  constant  drill  in  the  reading  classes. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  discussions  concerning  the  school  system,  that  are  now  so  earnest 
in  all  parts  of  the  State,  will  tend  to  show  the  strength  as  well  as  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  the  system.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  deprecate  these  discus- 
siont.  We  should  invite  the  most  earnest  discussion  of  methods  of  school 
management,  the  most  earnest  inquiry  into  the  merits  as  well  as  the  faults 
of  the  public  schools.  Those  who  criticise  from  honest  convictions 
should  be  met  in  a  spirit  of  candor ;  their  suggestions  should  be  heeded. 
If  there  are  those  who  criticise  unreasonably,  who  are  eager  for  any  pre¬ 
text  to  find  fauk  because  they  wish  to  embarrass  those  in  charge  of  the 
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schools,  they  will  not  be  able  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  in  the  common  schools. 

Changes  will  be  made,  must  be  made ;  but  they  cannot  be  made  at 
the  desire  of  any  person  who  bases  his  desire  or  his  demand  upon  the 
progress  one  pupil  has  made,  or  who  judges  the  schools  as  a  whole  by 
the  work  of  one  school  for  one  term.  Whenever  a  change  is  demanded 
by  the  real  sentiment  of  a  community,  the  demand  for  such  a  change 
cannot  be  unheeded.  The  demand  for  a  change,  however,  must  be 
founded  upon  honest  conviction,  not  upon  prejudice. 

We  cannot  expect  that  all  who  attend  the  schools  will  become  good 
scholars.  The  schools  will  not  accomplish  what  nature  did  not  intend 
should  be  accomplished,  although  at  times  some  parents  may  think  oth¬ 
erwise.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  pupils  of  all  grades  of  intellect  attend 
these  schools.  The  bright,  active  child  is  there,  and  so  is  the  dull  and 
the  indolent.  The  child  is  there  who  is  so  eager  for  knowledge  that  his 
ambition  urges  him  to  labor  beyond  his  power  of  endurance,  and  in  the 
next  seat  is  one  who  has  no  ambition  prompting  him  to  study.  The 
child  is  there  who  understands  the  subjects  taught,  who  needs  only  a 
suggestion  from  the  teacher  and  the  difficult  points  are  mastered,  and  in 
the  same  class  is  one  who  is  unable  to  comprehend  these  points  after 
repeated  explanations. 

In  view  of  all  this,  do  we  wonder  that  there  are  so  many  imperfec¬ 
tions?  Do  we  wonder  that  there  are  so  many  superficial  scholars? 
When  the  subject  is  considered  properly,  discussed  thoroughly,  many  of 
these  topics  will  receive  the  attention  their  importance  demands. 

One  person  considers  four  hours  a  day  sufficient,  another  thinks  the 
schools  should  be  in  session  at  least  six  hours  a  day ;  one  regards 
twenty-five  weeks  a  year  sufficient,  another  is  not  satisfied  with  less  than 
forty,  the  number  of  weeks  high  schools  of  this  state  are  required  to  be 
in  session.  One  person  insists  that  not  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty 
pupils  should  be  placed  in  one  school,  while  another  cannot  understand 
why  sixty  or  seventy  cannot  be  taught  by  one  teacher.  All  these  per¬ 
sons  have  more  or  less  to  do  with  the  schools,  the  work  of  the  schools  is 
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in  some  degree  influenced  by  the  opinions  of  different  persons  in 
community. 

We  must  ever  bear  in  mind  that  we  need  the  counsel  of  all  interested 
in  the  schools,  no  matter  how  widely  they  differ  as  to  methods.  The 
railway  and  the  telegraph  of  modern  times  have  changed  the  social  and 
political  condition  of  our  country.  This  changed  condition  of  society 
makes  new  demands  upon  the  educational  institutions  of  the  land,  and 
those  in  charge  of  such  institutions  must  watch  carefully  the  demands  of 
the  hour. 

However  much  we  may  differ  as  to  the  particular  methods  to  be 
pursued,  we  cannot  differ  as  to  the  worth  of  our  common  schools.  It 
is  to  the  common  school  that  we  look  for  that  which  shall  advance  the 
interests  of  the  republic. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  G.  EDGERLY,  Superintendent. 

Fitchburg,  December  22,  1877. 


TABLE 

Showing  the  Location  of  the  Schools ,  and  Teachers ,  in  December ,  1877, 
with  their  respective  Salaries ,  and  the  Attendance  for  the  year. 


SCHOOL. 

LOCATION. 

TEACHERS. 

l 

SALA¬ 

RIES. 

AY.  NO.  1 
B’ LONG¬ 
ING.  | 

\.V.  DAI¬ 
LY  at’n- 
DANCE. 

High, 

High  Street, 

Ray  Greene  Hiding, 

$1,800 

172 

16S 

Albion  N.  Marston, 

1,000 

Benjamin  F.  Brown, 

1,000 

E.  Adams  Hartwell, 

700 

Myra  B.  Richardson, 

600 

Ellen  W.  Beane, 

600 

Grammar, 

High  Street, 

Charles  G.  Stearns, 

1,000 

168 

157 

Josephine  Reynolds, 

400 

Sarah  E.  Hayden, 

400 

Alice  F.  Hayes, 

400 

Grammar, 

Day  Street, 

Caroline  J.  Dresser, 

1,200 

297 

278 

Ellen  E.  Armes, 

400 

Mattie  E.  Goodrich, 

400 

Addie  Goodrich, 

400 

E.  D.  Whitney, 

400 

Edna  M.  Lowe, 

400 

Grammar, 

West  Fitchburg, 

Charles  K.  Sawyer, 

1,000 

74 

66 

Abbie  A.Whittemore 

400 

Int’ mediate, 

High  Street, 

Georgie  A.  Higgins, 

380 

51 

48 

Lizzie  A.  Downe, 

380 

43 

42 

Day  Street, 

Emma  L.  Lane, 

380 

45 

42 

South  Street, 

Clara  D.  Hosmer, 

400 

49 

45 

Middle  Street, 

Lizzie  M.  Nolan, 

400 

46 

45 

South  Fitclib’rg, 

Sara  J.  Barber, 

380 

31 

28 

East  Street, 

Winnifred  Marvle, 

380 

32 

31 

Rockville, 

Addie  H.  Chase, 

380 

26 

25 

Wacliusett, 

Helen  F.  Moore, 

380 

45 

44 

Secondary, 

High  Street, 

Lizzie  L.  Lamb, 

380 

77 

70 

Dav  Street, 

Elizabeth  W.  Osborne 

380 

40 

38 

Carrie  G.  Brewster, 

380 

41 

37 

South  Street, 

E.  Isadore  Wells, 

380 

50 

48 

Middle  Street, 

Alice  T.  Lee, 

380 

48 

46 

South  Fitch  b’rg, 

Lulu  M.  Bagley, 

330 

40 

35 

East  Street, 

Nellie  G.  Weston, 

380 

40 

36 

Rockville, 

Sarah  L.  Sawyer, 

330 

36 

34 

Primary, 

High  Street, 

Celie  L.  Higgins, 

380 

47 

43 

S.  Ada  Blood, 

380 

46 

39 

Day  Street, 

E.  LaMira  Estabrook, 

380 

49 

46 

Mary  E.  Kimball, 

380 

40 

39 

South  Street, 

Mary  E.  Downe, 

380 

45 

41 

Hattie  Smith, 

380 

54 

47 

Middle  Street, 

Etta  A.  Jillson, 

380 

43 

41 

Mary  E.  Gallagher, 

3  SO 

66 

56 

School  Street, 

Nancy  R.  Phillips, 

380 

43 

36 

Ungraded, 

Mount  Elam, 

Clara  A.  Bernard, 

380 

11 

11 

Woodbury, 

Helen  E.  Woodbury, 

380 

23 

21 

West  Fitchburg, 

Clara  L.  Tenney, 

380 

36 

33 

Dean  Hill, 

Abbie  L.  Marble, 

320 

11 

10 

Joel  Page, 

Anna  A.  Carlton, 

320 

12 

10 

Caswell, 

Ella  F.  Caswell, 

330 

13 

10 

Pearl  Ilill, 

Mary  E.  Whittemore, 

380 

25 

22 

2015 

186S 

Department^ 

BLANCH. 

SPECIAL  TEACHERS. 

Singing, 

dob  11  Ord,  Jr., 

800 

Writing, 

.Nellie  F.  Livermore, 

600 

Drawing, 

j. Sophia  L.  Pitman, 

600 

1 

Dr.  Harvey  Dwight  Jillson  died  September  25th,  1877; 
a  member  of  the  School  Committee  of  Fitchburg,  from  May, 
1875,  till  the  time  of  his  death. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  School  Committee,  held  October  15,  1877, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  An  honored  member  of  our  committee  has  been 
called  to  the  higher  life,  therefore 

Resolved ,  That  we  bend  to  the  will  of  Him  whose  infinite  love 
ordains  life  and  death,  and  “who  doeth  all  things  well.” 

That  in  the  departure  of  Dr.  Jillson  we  miss  a  man  who  was 
upright,  gentlemanly,  and  courageous. 

That  we  gratefully  testify  to  his  efficiency  as  a  member  of  this 
committee,  his  rare  executive  ability  as  displayed  in  the  prudential 
committee,  and  his  untiring  efforts  to  keep  the  schools  of  this  city 
at  a  high  standard  of  excellence. 

That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  his  Wife  and  children  in  their 
affliction,  and  pray  that  to  them  may  come  an  abundant  consola¬ 
tion  from  above. 

That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  his  family,  and  the 
resolutions  placed  upon  the  minutes  of  the  School  Committee, 

•  Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  Magwire, 

Moses  G.  Lyon, 

B.  F.  Wallis, 

F.  H.  Thompson. 
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TEACHING 
Ray  Greene  Hiding, 

Albion  N.  Marston, 

Benjamin  F.  Brown, 

E.  Adams  Hartwell, 

Myra  B.  Richardson, 

Ellen  W.  Beane, 

Mary  E.  Lane, 

Ella  U.  Normandy, 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

$2115  00 
1141  00 
1005  00 

703  5° 

405  00 
195  00 
266  00 
476  00 

- $6,306  50 


TEACHING  HIGH 
Charles  G.  Stearns, 

Josephine  Reynolds, 

Sarah  E.  Hayden, 

Alice  F.  Hayes, 

TEACHING  DAY  STRE 
Caroline  J.  Dresser, 

Ellen  E.  Armes, 

Mattie  E.  Goodrich, 

Adde  Goodrich, 

E.  D.  Whitney, 

Edna  M.  Lowe, 

Eliza  A.  Kendall, 


ET  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

$1041  00 

396  00 
396  00 
396  00 

-  $2229  00 

T  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

$to86  00 

396  00 
396  00 
396  00 
396  00 
88  00 
3° 4  88 


$3062  88 


I 
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TEACHING  WEST  FITCHBURG  GRAMMAR  SCHdOL. 

Chariot  K.  Sawyer,  $1041  00 

Abbie  A.  Whittemore,  396  00 

- -  $1437  00 


$T&°35  38 

TEACHING  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 


Georgie  A.  Higgins,  $357  50 

Lizzie  A.  Downe,  357  50 

Emma  L.  Lane,  85  50 

Clara  D.  Hosmer,  396  00 

Lizzie  M.  Nolan,  362  00 

Sarah  J.  Barber,  357  50 

Winnifred  Marvle,  355  50 

Helen  F.  Moore,  357  50 

Addie  H.  Chase,  357  50 

Lizzie  L.  Lamb,  3^7  50 

Elizabeth  W.  Osborne,  357  50 

Carrie  G.  Brewster,  357  50 

E.  Isadore  Wells,  357  50 

Alice  T.  Lee,  357  50 

Lulu  M.  Bagley,  74  25 

Nellie  G.  Weston,  357  50 

Sarah  L.  Sawyer,  56  10 

Celie  L.  Higgins,  307  50 

S.  Ada  Blood,  357  30 

M.  Lizzie  Kimball,  337  30 

E.  La  Mira  Estabrook,  337  30 

Mary  E.  Downe,  337  30 

Hattie  Smith,  367  30 

Etta  A.  Jillson,  83  50 

Mary  E.  Gallagher,  337  30 

Nancy  R.  Phillips,  337  30 

Clara  A.  Bernard,  224  00 
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Helen  E.  Woodbury, 

357 

50 

Clara  L.  Tenney, 

357 

50 

Alice  M.  Townsend, 

324 

5° 

Sarah  L.  Sawtelle, 

264 

5° 

Ella  F.  Caswell, 

332 

5° 

Mary  E.  Whittemore, 

357 

5° 

Mary  E.  Hilton, 

272 

00 

Amy  C.  Johnson, 

O"- 

00 

Maria  A.  Woodbury, 

32 

00 

S.  Lizzie  Burr, 

272 

00 

Ida  F„  Damon, 

272 

00 

Florence  W.  Stevens, 

272 

00 

Sarah  M.  Cushing, 

T52 

00 

Mary  E.  Choate, 

22 

00 

Carolyn  I.  Works, 

CO 

00 

Carrie  M.  Collier, 

66 

00 

Amy  C.  Richardson, 

1 20 

00 

Carrie  S.  Dickson, 

100 

00 

Edna  M.  Lowe, 

119 

00 

^12,164  35 


John  Ord,  Jr., 


MUSIC. 

996  00 

- •  $996  00 


DRAWING. 

Sophia  L.  Pitman,  671  00 

-  $6 71  00 


PENMANSHIP. 

7 13  °o 


Nellie  F.  Livermore, 


$7J3  00 
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EVENING  DRAWING  SCHOOL. 
Charles  Fosdick,  96  00 

Sophia  L.  Pitman,  96  00 

Ida  M.  Sabin,  24  00 


TEACHING  EVENING  SCHOOLS. 


Benjamin  F.  Brown, 

1 20 

00 

Mary  E.  Aldrich, 

45 

00 

Katie  E.  Dunn, 

44 

25 

Nellie  E.  Wallace, 

44 

25 

M.  A.  Ingalls, 

31 

5° 

E.  L.  Battles, 

52 

75 

F.  H.  Hardison, 

36 

00 

C.  A.  Bernard, 

22 

5° 

E.  P.  Loring, 

42 

00 

Addie  H.  Chase, 

16 

5° 

B.  F.  Brown,  2d, 

9 

75 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Joseph  G.  Edgerly,  1,800  00 


FUEL  AND  CARE  OF  SCHOOLS. 
Perez  C.  Burr,  coal,  935  00 

Sundry  persons,  wood  and  cutting,  703  64 

Sundry  persons,  care  of  school  houses,  2,039  °9 


REPAIRS  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


Paid  Lorenzo  Barker,  glazing, 
N.  I.  Cochran,  glazing, 


$14  10 
2  12 


$216  00 


$454  5° 


$1,800 


$3>677  73 
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Paid  J.  x\.  Hartwell,  glazing,  2  00 

Samuel  Foster,  glazing,  23  73 

Goodwin  &  Adams,  repairs  High  school,  62  19 

“  44  44  East  street  school,  7  02 

44  “  44  South  street  school,  19  45 

44  44  44  Day  street  school,  23  00 

44  44  44  West  street  school,  1  07 

44  44  44  Middle  street  school*  10  27 

W.  A.  Goodwin,  repairs,  13  62 

O.  J.  Munroe,  repairs  West  Fitchburg  school,  7  55 

A.  O.  Carter,  repairs  High  school,  32  69 

J.  C.  Bemis,  repairs  South  Fitchburg  school,  3  50 

O.  L.  Remick,  repairs  Day  street  school,  26  84 


Parks  &  Carpenter,  repairs  High  street  school,  89  65 


44  44  44  No.  8  school,  1  20 

Wm.  Edwards  &  Co.,  slaters,  repairs,  13  95 

Litch  &  Sawtell,  repairs,  607 

A.  A.  Spear  &  Co.,  repairs  High  school,  55  57 

H.  J.  Kimball,  repairs  Day  street  school,  39  35 

W.  H.  Goodwin,  repairs  Day  street  school,  13  29 

S.  S.  &  G.  A.  Lawrence,  masons,  12  05 

44  44  44  Pearl  hill  school  house,  31  01 

44  44  44  High  school,  61  62 

S.  B.  Minor,  painting  tin  roof  High  school,  High 

street  Grammar,  and  Day  street  school  houses,  35  00 

G.  B.  Knowlton,  hardware,  21  30 

I.  C.  Wright,  hardware,  4  70 

J.  C.  Jones,  varnish,  50 

H.  G.  Morse,  repairs,  4  05 

Lucius  Aldrich,  repairs,  11  25 

Hawley  Brothers,  lumber*  38  48 

D.  F.  Mclntire  &  Co:,  19  67 


$707  86 
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Paid  I.  C.  Wright,  school  furniture, 

G.  B.  Knowlton,  “  “ 

James  H.  Fairbanks,  repairing  clocks, 

Sanford  M.  Martin,  “  “ 

L.  Sprague  &  Co.,  school  furniture, 

T.  F.  &  W.  P.  Guy,  “ 

F.  M.  Whitney,  “  “ 

J.  D.  Myrick,  supplies, 

Parks  &  Carpenter,  “ 

John  P.  Sabin,  wood  boxes, 

W.  A,  Hardy,  bells, 

J.  N.  Marble,  tuning  piano, 

J.  F.  Chaffin,  repairing  piano, 

Walter  Hey  wood  Chair  Co.,  chairs, 

C.  S.  Merriam,  “ 

J.  G.  Edgerly,  supplies,  printing  blanks,  etc., 

“  “  postage  and  express, 

E.  C.  Babbitt,  repairing  chairs, 

Lyman  Patch,  “  stoves, 

W.  G.  Tolman,  lamps, 

J.  A.  Battles,  horse  hire, 

J.  M.  Peck  &  Co.,  “ 

Fitchburg  Gas  Co.,  gas,  high  school, 

“  “  “  Day  street  school, 

“  “  “  superintendent’s  office, 

Litch  &  Sawtell,  supplies, 

Edward  Knapp,  kegs, 

A.  O.  Carter,  supplies, 

Fitchburg  Evening  Chronicle,  advertising, 
Joseph  Willard,  measuring  wood, 

R.  G.  Hiding,  chart, 

J.  L.  Hammett,  8  doz.  ink  wells, 

J.  W.  C.  Gilman  &  Co.,  erasers, 


$36  39 

33  20 
6  50 

27  5° 
36  18 

5  96 

2  25 
5  00 

22  53 

3  75 
1  50 

5  00 
3  00 

22  75 
13  5° 
17  5° 
1 7  W 

1  75 

6  96 

2  00 
21  20 

65  5° 

I08  OO 

3  00 
13  So 

1  56 

1  75 
39  27 
1  25 
5° 

1  5° 

6  72 

7  00 
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Paid  L.  Prang  &  Co.,  manuals, 

H.  A.  Goodrich,  rent  Day  street  hall, 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  rent  supt.’s  office, 
O.  J.  Munroe,  truant  officer, 

Henry  S.  Hitchcock,  truant  officer, 

Samuel  Tucker,  removing  night  soil, 

B.  F.  Daby,  “  “ 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Walker,  cleaning  school-houses, 

I.  F.  Damon, 

Louisa  A.  Hartwell 
Russell  S.  Waters, 

J.  A.  Hartwell,  sinking  well, 

Nellie  G.  Weston,  cleaning, 

S.  W.  Galpin,  bells, 

Whitney  Brothers,  8  frames, 

Charles  Mason,  taking  school  census, 

D.  W.  Bemis, 

W.  G.  Hayes, 

H.  J.  Monroe, 

F.  S,  Stimson,  filling  19  diplomas, 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insi: 
Co.,  insurance  Day  street  school  boiler, 
do.  “  High  “  “  “ 

L.  Prang  &  Co.,  supplies, 

Addie  H.  Chase,  “ 

H.  J.  Kimball,  hose  and  repairs, 

Putnam  Machine  Co.,  labor  on  patterns, 
George  Raymond,  apparatus  for  schools, 
N.  H.  Richardson,  supplies, 

H.  F.  Rockwell, 


school, 

4/4 


ec 


a 


u 


a 


a 


a 


11 


6 

00 

75 

00 

1 75 

00 

17 

47 

330 

00 

75 

1 2 

00 

6 

29 

2 

75 

5 

50 

E5 

00 
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J.  C.  Jones,  painting  fence  East  street  school, 

20 

00 

D.  Kane,  preparing  grounds  East  street  school, 

20 

00 

Natt  Cowdin,  supplies, 

1 

99 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  printing, 

14 

75 

I.  C.  Wright,  supplies, 

1 

Lyman  Patch,  repairing  stove  funnel, 

4 

75 

B.  W.  Eddy  &  Co.,  supplies, 

1 

37 

C.  S.  Keith  «N  Co.,  distributing  notices, 

50 

Highway  Department,  South  street  school  house, 

grading  and  paving, 

56 

97 

Highway  Dep’t,  grading  at  East  st.  school  house, 

44 

85 

“  “  “  and  paving  at  High  street 

grammar  school  house, 

30 

45 

BOOKS  AND  STATIONERY. 


Paid  B.  W.  Eddy  &  Co.,  books  and  stationery, 

$282 

25 

Shepley  &  Baker,  books  and  stationery, 

353 

02 

Knight  &  Adams,  balance  on  Arithmetics, 

214 

87 

J.  L.  Shorey,  school  books, 

22 

00 

Gilman  H.  Tucker,  school  books, 

46 

80 

Joseph  G.  Edgerly,  school  books, 

30 

00 

Daniel  Appleton  &  Co.,  school  books, 

1 2 

00 

M.  W.  Hazen,  school  books, 

*  1 

°5 

William  Ware  &  Co.,  school  books, 

1 2 

00 

R.  G.  Hiding,  school  books, 

3 

57 

Charles  Iv.  Sawyer,  school  books, 

14 

6  7 

J.  L.  Hammett,  school  books, 

22 

5° 

C.  S.  Keith  &  Co.,  school  books, 

14 

15 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co.,  school  books, 

28 

84 

J.  C.  Sanborn,  school  books, 

8 

52 

Sentinel  Printing  Co.,  printing, 

66 

°5 

S.  L.  Pitman,  drawings, 

3 

00 

$1,936.  72 


$M35  29 
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RECAPITULATION. 

SCHOOLS. 


Teaching  High  and  Grammar  Schools, 

$T3*°35 

3s 

Common  Schools, 

12,164 

35 

Music, 

996 

00 

Drawing, 

671 

00 

Penmanship 

713 

00 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

1S00 

00 

Fuel  and  Care  of  Schools, 

3*677 

73 

Total  cost  Teaching,  Fuel  and  Care"  Day  Schools, 

$33*05  7  46 

Evening  School, 

454 

50 

Evening  Drawing  School, 

216 

00 

Total  cost  Teaching  Evening  Schools, 

670  50 

Repairs  of  School  Houses, 

707 

86 

707  86 

School  Incidentals, 

U936  72 

1,936  72 

Books  and  Stationery, 

Li35 

29 

i*i35  29 

Total  cost  Schools, 

$37*5°7  S3 

CONTRA. 

Appropriation  for  Teaching,  Fuel,  and  Care, 

$3I*3°o 

00 

“  •  “  Repairs  of  School  Houses, 

1,200 

00 

Received  for  Broken  Glass, 

3 

55 

Appropriation  for  School  Incidentals, 

1500 

00 

“  “  School  Books, 

1000 

00 

Tax  1877  School  Books, 

266  96 

Received  of  J.  G.  Edgerly  for  sale  of  Books, 

i5 

62 

Total  Appropriations  and  Receipts, 

$35*286  13 

Overdrawn,  ^|rth 

S£P 


university  oe 


Illinois 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE— 1878. 


Hon.  DAVID  H.  MERRIAM,  Mayor,  ex  officio  Chairman. 
President  of  the  Common  Council,  ex  officio. 


Term  Expires* 

( 

J.  Warren  White, 

December,  1878. 

Ward  1 .  i 

tames  M.  Woodbury, 

December,  1879. 

(_  Henry  0.  Putnam, 

December,  1880. 

( 

'  Benjamin  F.  Wallis, 

December,  1878. 

Ward  2 .  ^ 

Samuel  L.  Graves, 

December,  1879. 

( 

^  William  Woodbury, 

December,  1880. 

1 

r  George  S.  Gibson, 

December,  1878. 

Ward  3.  4 

Alvin  M.  Sawyer, 

December,  1879. 

1 

^  James  H.  Fairbanks, 

December,  1880. 

1 

f  Frederick  H.  Thompson, 

December,  1878. 

Ward  4.  * 

Ebenezer  Bailey, 

December,  1879. 

i 

[  Thomas  S.  Blood, 

December,  1880. 

1 

f  Fred  Fosdick, 

December,  1878. 

Ward  5 .  *< 

George  R.  W.  Scott, 

December,  1879. 

1 

[  Daniel  B.  Whittier, 

December,  1880. 

< 

f  Philip  J.  Garrigan, 

December,  1878. 

Ward  6.  •< 

John  Gallagher, 

December,  1879. 

1 

John  Barnes, 

December,  1880. 

